
 

 

    

   
 
  

Opening Prayer by Father Gary 
 
Ed MacDonald called the meeting to order. 
 
Review of Minutes from Last Annual Meeting 
 
Minutes from last year’s annual meeting were circulated. 
  
Errors/Omissions: The word consolation needs to be changed to consultation on second page. 
Joan Bowie moved the adoption of last year’s minutes with Doreen Bailey 2nd it. All were in favour of 
accepting them. 
 
No business arising from these minutes.  
 
Committee Reports 
 
 Committee reports were circulated from Religious Education, Liturgy, Bingo, Buildings and 
Properties, CWL, Finance and Cemetery. 
  
Ed thanked each of the committees for the work they do.  
 
All were read with no errors or omissions. 
 
Discussion from minutes: 
 
 Ed explained how we are now sharing common expenses among the Tri-parishes. St. 
Andrew’s pays 39%, Heatherton 33% and Pomquet 28%. These percentages are based on levy from 
last three years.  
 
 Albert Chisholm asked a question about “other land taxes” on the financial report under other 
expenses and what this covered. It was also asked what “Self-Insurance” was and what it covered 
under other expenses on the financial report. John Bailey asked a question on grounds keeping for 
the cemetery being $2124.00 and the parish expenses for grounds keeping wages being $2406.00 
and why these were so high. Ed said we will need to check with Jolene Chisholm who did the 
financial report to see what these cover. 

 
 Regina Tate wanted to acknowledge the family of the late Father Donald MacDonald. His 
family erected a wooden cross in the cemetery after he passed away. The wood was rotting so Kay 
and Lavern Fraser and Chisholm and Libby MacDonald had it replaced with a new steel cross. She 
also acknowledged Burton Chisholm and Joyce and Jerry Dobbin for getting the new cross in the 
cemetery and commented on how good it looks. 
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 Mary Ellen MacDonald moved that all reports be accepted and Denise Samson 2nd it.   All were 
in favour of accepting all reports. 
 
Status of Glebe 
 
 Plans are underway for its removal. This was from the motion last year and we are following 
these wishes. The water has been shut off and power shut down. We are in the process of prioritizing 
and pricing items. We will have a silent auction as we thought this was a fair way to dispose of items. 
This will probably be in late April and we will announce it before hand. Then we will call a tender for 
demolition and we are hoping the county tipping fees will be waved like they were with the hall. 
Catherine Mac Gillvray asked if windows will be taken out and Ed explained that the tender will get 
those as well as the pump, furnace, etc. We will announce who the tender is so if anyone is interested 
in something he/she can contact the tender. 
 
150th Anniversary 
 
 Planning is underway for the anniversary and it will be celebrated August 10-12th at the same 
time as the fun days. Ed mentioned the different committees involved in this: Buildings and 
Properties, History, Activities and Communications, what things they were working on and 
encouraged people to sign up to help with these. He mentioned building upgrades that we may do 
including Church flooring, stations, painting, flowers, plaque, etc.  He welcomed comments and 
suggestions and said we will try to keep parishioners informed. He stressed that we need volunteers 
for this and for the parish council too. 
 
There was no new Business. 
 
Thank You 
 
 Father Gary acknowledged and thanked Deacon Art for his good work. He also said how he 
appreciated the work of the religious education committee. The three parishes had to work together 
on confirmation and he is pleased to see parishioners from each parish going to the other parishes. 
He thanked the Tri-Parish committee and their work in making decisions in the best interest of each. 
He said things at the office were good and how he appreciates the work of Jolene Chisholm and Pat 
MacLean. He thanked this group for coming and said how proud he was of the parish. He also 
mentioned the need to reach out to more young people and stressed how we must be open to 
change going forward. Joan Chisholm asked how we can get younger alter servers. Father 
responded with how the sex abuse scandal hurt it, how parents are having fewer children and how 
grandparents are bringing children to church. He said that if you know people who can serve, invite 
them and don’t give up praying. Father Gary affirmed how he is here for us, Deacon Art is here for us, 
and we are here for each other as well. He again thanked everyone saying they were an inspiration to 
him. 
Ed then thanked Father Gary and Deacon Art for all they do. 
 
Ed declared meeting adjourned. 



 

 

Annual Religious Education Report  
 
 Our religious education program began on Wednesday, September 13th, 2017 and will end on 
Wednesday, March 7th,2018. Most of our classes are pretty small in size. 
 
 Fr. Andrew is looking for some young parents to sit on a committee that would involve making 
changes to the program. This would include volunteers from each of the three parishes. Our parish 
has to rent classroom space from the community center in order to hold our classes. It would be nice 
if we could reduce that cost if possible. 
 
 First Holy Communion was held on Sunday, March 4th, with seven children receiving this 
sacrament. The children did a splendid job and everyone looked so proud. We would like to thank 
Katelyn Pashby and her assistant, Joanne Duykers, for instructing the children in their faith. 
 
      Father Andrew has been meeting with the confirmation candidates since last October. We are 
grateful to Father for taking on this task along with overseeing the needs of three parishes. 
Confirmation will be held in June. 
 
      The religious education committee would like to thank the many volunteers who help out with 
the program each week. We appreciate it very much and could not do it without your help. 
 
Submitted by Muriel Mac Donald 
Religious Education Committee Member 
 
Annual Liturgy Report – 2018 
 
 In July of 2017, we welcomed Rev. Andrew Gillies to our parishes.  Father Andrew has 
suggested that there be one Liturgy Committee for the three parishes. Since Father’s arrival, we have 
met on four occasions to discuss various aspects of the liturgy.  As each of the parishes not always 
had exactly the same traditions, it has meant for some lively discussions at these meetings. 
 
To recap the major events of the year: 
 
 For Easter services in 2017, we were fortunate to have the assistance of Father Daniel 
MacDonald who celebrated all services of the Triduum with us. Father Gary, our pastor at the time, 
certainly was unable to do all the services in all three churches. All services were beautiful with the 
involvement of so many parishioners who prepared and took part in Holy Thursday Mass, Good 
Friday service, and the Easter Vigil. 
 
 In August of 2017, our parish celebrated the 150th anniversary of the laying of the cornerstone 
of Immaculate Conception Church. Central to that celebration was the Mass held on Saturday 
evening with the Bishop Brian Dunn presiding.  Rev. Andrew Gillies (our pastor), Rev. Gary 
MacPherson, Rev. Charlie Cameron, Rev. Daniel MacDonald (former pastors), Rev. Greg Chisholm 
(former parishioner), Rev. Craig Cameron, Rev. John Mills, and Rev. Elliott O’Neal  (priests with 
connections to the parish) concelebrated Mass with the bishop. Two deacons, Rev. Mr. Art Riley 
(assigned to our parish) and Rev. Mr. Hyland Fraser (former parishioner) assisted at the Mass. One 
bishop, eight priests, two deacons, and two altar servers certainly made for a full sanctuary! It was 
wonderful celebration, and it was great to welcome home many former parishioners. 
 



 

 

 On All Souls Day in November, a Mass was held in our church. Representatives from the 
families of those who had passed away from all three parishes in the last year came forward to light 
candles in memory of their loved ones.  
 
 Christmas Masses were celebrated in all four churches in the tri-parish area as well as at 
Paqtnkek. All Masses were held on Christmas Eve with no Mass on Christmas Day.  Mass at 
Immaculate Conception was held at 4 p.m. and was very well attended with almost a full church. 
Mass on the Solemnity of Mary, the Mother of God was celebrated in our church on December 31st. 
 
 Ash Wednesday marked the beginning of Lent on February 14th. Again we were fortunate that 
Father Daniel was willing to come to celebrate Mass with us.  There was a large crowd for the Mass 
with the church being three-quarters full.  As we move through Lent, there are opportunities for 
parishioners to participate in other prayerful activities. Stations of the Cross are held on Friday 
evenings and there is a Holy Hour every Sunday at one o’clock. Both events are held in the vestry. All 
parishioners are welcome. 
 
 As I do every year, I again want to thank the many people who have assisted in providing 
beautiful liturgy in our parish. To the readers, the extraordinary ministers of communion, the music 
ministry, the altar servers (both young and older), the gift bearers, the sacristans, those who take up 
the collection, those who provide a beautiful environment for liturgy particularly at Christmas and 
Easter, those who clean the church, and Dorothy Greencorn, who has the responsibility of creating 
the schedules for those involved in the ministries. 
 
 I also want to mention those people who have stepped forward to assist in special situations.  
The young people who lit the Advent wreath, the people who agreed to have their feet washed on 
Holy Thursday, those who carried up the Holy Oils on Holy Thursday.  You helped to make these 
celebrations very special. 
  
 I might point out that we need more volunteers for many of these positions. As time goes on, 
we must realize that with the shortage of priests, and, unfortunately, the smaller number of people in 
the pews, it will become necessary for the lay people to take on more responsibilities. Please 
consider volunteering for some aspect of the liturgy.  We all have different gifts. We all can’t read in 
public; we all can’t sing; but there is some way you can become involved. You don’t have to wait to be 
asked. It takes involvement from the entire parish family to make a successful liturgy. 
 
 I would like to take this opportunity say a particular thank you to Father Andrew. You have 
taken on a big responsibility, shepherding three parishes.  We are still getting to know you, and I am 
sure you are still finding out who we are.  We hope that you enjoy your time with us, and that together 
we can work to create God’s kingdom in our area. 
 
Submitted by Regina Tate, Liturgy Committee representative 
 
 



 

 

Annual CWL Report – 2018 
 
 So many people think the CWL is a group of women who organize funeral receptions.  We do 
organize funeral receptions, that is true, but we are so much more than that.  We are part of a 
national organization. This year the theme is: “Inspired by the Spirit: Women respond to God’s Call”.  
It is important to remind ourselves that we are a part of a national organization of Catholic women 
who work to support the church and its teachings.  The organization passes resolutions at its various 
conventions and then its leaders meet with government ministers to present our concerns and ask the 
government to act on these issues.  At the National Convention held in Charlottetown in August a 
number of resolutions were passed: 
 

1. The CWL should urge the federal government to amend the criminal code by making it an 
offence to force health care professionals to perform procedures that are against their conscience.  
 
2. The CWL should urge the federal government to remove the federal portion of tax from child 
safety products. 
 
3. The CWL urge the federal government direct the courts of Canada to ensure that 
comprehensive, individualized reports are made in correctional decision-making for indigenous 
offenders. 
 
4. The CWL urge the federal government to enact laws requiring mandatory age verification 
mechanisms for adult pornographic sites.  
 
We, as CWL members, are asked to become educated on these issues and to write the prime 
minister, cabinet ministers, and local MPs expressing our concerns about these issues. Letters to 
elected members of the House of Commons are very important ways to make our concerns heard. 

 
I will try to briefly summarize what our council at Immaculate Conception has done in the past year to 
achieve our mission.  And it is a lot more than funeral receptions! 
 
At present we have 64 members.   
 
 Our Council has three major fundraising activities throughout the year - tickets on an Easter 
cellophane dinner, tickets on a Christmas cellophane dinner, and our annual Parish Bazaar. At the 
Parish Bazaar a hot roast beef dinner was available (with many positive comments on how delicious it 
was) as well as a bake table, a craft table, a “new-to-you” table, a Christmas item table, a straw 
game, a cake walk, and of course tickets on a number of items. Special thanks must be given to so 
many CWL members and other parishioners who worked so hard to make the bazaar a success. 
 
 We raise money, but we also spend it as well.  In the past year we provided gifts for our first 
communicants; we provided bursaries to high school graduates from our parish who are going on to 
further studies; we donated money to the Eskomi Missions, to the Save-the-Family Plan, to the Mass 
for Shut-ins, to Development and Peace, and to the sisters at Our Lady of Grace Monastery to assist 
in heating costs;  we provided Christmas gifts for the sick and shut-ins from our parish.  We conduct 
bingos at the R. K. MacDonald Nursing Home and the Highland Crest on a monthly basis, providing 
prizes and lunch for the residents.  And we support the activities of the national organization through 
our dues. And this year we were able to donate $2000 to our parish and cover the cost of the new 
vacuum system in the church. 
 



 

 

 In the past year, we have organized the tree-lighting in December and provided the hot 
chocolate, hot apple cider, and cookies for those who attended, organized a baby shower for the 
Syrian refugee family when their new baby arrived, provided cake and juice for first communicants 
and their families after Mass on March 4th.  Many CWL members gave countless hours to assist in the 
preparations for the 150th anniversary of our church in August.  Although this was a parish celebration 
organized by the pastoral council, CWL members played a major role in the preparations. And, of 
course, we, with the assistance of many in the parish, organize funeral receptions. 
 
 We do not forget the part of our mission statement “calling its members to holiness”.  All our 
meetings are opened with a short prayer service (Joanne Duykers is our spiritual development chair).  
We organized 12 Hours of Prayer for Palliative Care in May, and hope to do so again this year. 
Margaret LeBlanc, our Christian Family Life chair, organized the Walk for Life in May, with the money 
raised going to the Palliative Care Society. And many of our members are active in the various 
ministries in the parish – readers, extraordinary ministers, choir members, gift bearers, sacristans, 
etc. 
 
 So as you can see, we do much more than organize funeral receptions! 
 
 Recently we have arranged to rent storage space in the Community Centre where we can 
store our supplies, our records, etc. We are very thankful that the space was made available for us. 
Without this space, we have had to store our supplies, etc. in the homes of members, or in the 
Community Centre kitchen.  It is great to be able to have one space where everything can be stowed. 
 
 Our Council is now over 63 years old and many of those who have worked so hard in the past 
have passed on or are unable to carry on as they have in the past.  We always welcome new 
members and would love to have younger women join and bring their ideas, skills, and enthusiasm to 
our council.  If anyone would like to join please see me or Madeline Rogers, our organization chair. 
We would be delighted to have you with us. 
 
 To close I would like to thank all those members who have contributed to our many activities 
and to the parish family of Immaculate Conception who support us in what we do.  Thank you all. 
 
Submitted by Regina Tate , CWL President 
 

150th Anniversary Report 
 
 On the weekend of August 11-13, 2017, our parish celebrated the 150th anniversary of the 
laying of the cornerstone of Immaculate Conception Church. This coincided with our 14th Annual 
Heatherton Fun Days.  
 
 It was a busy weekend with events for everyone. A historical display was set up in the 
community centre throughout the weekend and had many visitors from the community and from 
away. Cemetery tours also took place. A cribbage tournament was held on Friday evening and on 
Saturday, the day began with a children’s parade in the morning, followed by games for the kids, a 
dunk tank, washer toss tournament, and bocce ball. Visitors enjoyed taking a step back in time to 
watch some concerts from days gone by and enjoyed some time to socialize at a barbecue and beer 
tent during the day. Pomquet Fire Department had their trucks on display and Leaves and Limbs had 
an archery demonstration. While we did have some rain in the afternoon, it did not dampen our 
spirits. The highlight of our weekend was the Mass on Saturday evening with Bishop Brian Dunn 



 

 

presiding.  Many pastors and deacons, past and present, as well as ones connected to the parish 
were on hand to celebrate with us. At this time, everyone got to see the new flooring we had installed 
in the Church to commemorate our 150th anniversary. This was followed by a dinner in the community 
centre. The fun then continued on Saturday night with a big top dance in the ballfield.  
 
 On Sunday morning, a pancake and sausage breakfast was served and the day’s events 
continued with a scavenger hunt and our parish bingo, which raised their prizes of $100 to $150. The 
weekend then concluded with a variety concert on Sunday evening. These events were very well 
attended and many former parishioners came home to celebrate with us.  
 
 It took many committees working over several months to plan and prepare for events. Many 
volunteers served on these committees and worked hard to set up and run activities throughout the 
weekend to make sure our celebrations were a success. Many parishioners also donated prizes, food 
items, etc. To all those who attended and who helped in any way, it was greatly appreciated and we 
would like to thank you. 
  
Submitted by Joan Bowie Member of Planning Committee for 150th 
 

Year End Bingo Report 
 
Opening balance Jan 1/17 (after o/s cheques)      $ 81,424.11  
Total deposits for 2017          $ 93,011.65  
 (Bingo for December 31, 2017 $2632.25 deposited jan5/18)  
Spent 2017           $ 80,411.10   
Actual balance as of Dec 31/17 after O/S cheques     $ 93,436.97  
 
difference of $587.68 shortages due to split prizes ie: 3 winners on $!00.00 pay each 
$34.00 and error making change. 
 
Bank balances as of Dec 31/17           $104,314.44 
Cookie jar still in play                            $    5,007.00 
Dep for Dec 31 bingo                           $    2,632.00 
O/S Rent ck                                             $    3,575.00 
O/S ck for tax (Oct & Nov)                                    $       570.75   
O/S ck for paper                                     $    4,091.65 
O/S ck for tax (Dec)                                        $       265.32 
 Actual balance as of Dec31/17                $  93,436.72 
 
Breakdown of Spending 
 
Rent             $  14,300.00 
New (to us) Bingo Machine – (1)        $    3,000.00 
Bingo Books/Cards/Hotballs - ($4091.65 o/s)      $  17,744.87 
Giveaways (2)           $    2,270.94   
Misc - (garbage bags, pens, scotch tape, etc.)      $       131.59 
Tax on bingo prize payouts ($ 570.75 & 265.32 Outstanding) - (3)   $    3,093.90  
RBC Bank Fees          $       132.40 
Cheques Printed (Credit Union) – (4)       $       100.60 
Tax on Prize Payout of Hotballs – (5)       $    1,998.11 



 

 

Carpet for Church          $  23,820.00 
Dumpster           $       201.25 
Tent Rental (150 Celebration)        $       616.44 
            $    1,979.49 
150th Anniversary Booklets         $    3,546.60 
Glebe House (Demolition)         $    7,475.00 
 

(1)There were several issues with our machine Arrow Games found us a like new used 
machine. 
(2)Giveaways - All Holidays or Sunday before a holiday we have draws for prizes also 
Christmas gift for callers and for Raymond.  Theresa Chisholm who came off the bongo 
committee after 30 plus years. 

 (3)We pay tax 2.13% on prizes we pay out 
 (4)Bank accounts were transferred from RBC to East Coast Credit Union 
 (5)Hotballs  are a separate licence from bingo  tax paid 2.13% on prize payout as well 
 
 
Properties-Finance Committee Report  
 
Member of this committee are: 
Fr Andrew, Albert Chisholm, Donnie Chisholm, Ed Mac Donald, Frank Machnick 
 
The building committee met several times during 2017. Our focus was the general maintenance and 
repair of the parish properties—glebe, church, shop and grounds. 
 
Projects addressed during 2017 are as follows: 
 
 

1. Lawn care and snow/ice control-- Lawn mowing was hired out (combined with cemetery 
 mowing). 
2. Snow ploughing—Several parish members volunteered on a monthly basis to do snow 
 removal. 
3 Church flooring—major expenditure for 150th celebration-cost covered by Parish Bingo 
4. Removal of Glebe—cost covered by Parish Bingo  
5. Replacement of Central Vac in Church 
6. `Replacement of Basement door in vestry 
7. Helped with disposal/sale of glebe contents 
8. Furnace Up-Grades—Blower replaced 
9. Repairs to Vestry Ceiling 

 
Looking ahead to 2018, even though we do not have the hall and glebe, the church continues to 
require up-grades and repairs. The windows are getting old and need replacement. Some worst than 
others—major expense-so may need to do over a couple of years??? The steeple and bell tower will 
need exterior repairs, as there are signs of leaks.   The flue in vestry also showing signs of leaks—so 
will have to be repaired. 
 
So no shortage of items to be looked at.   On finance side—refer to statement. As you can see, 
expenses may have decreased with removal of hall and glebe but income also needs to keep up to 
sustain the operation of the parish. We are very fortunate to have the support of parish bingo, which 
without, would be a real challenge to operate.   Move for adoption.   Ed Mac Donald 



 

 
 



 

 



 

 

                                         
 

                          St. Andrews                                 Immaculate Conception                   Ste Croix 

March 7, 2018  
 
Dear Parents,  
 
At the end of another year of classes, I, along with our program Coordinators: Regina Tate, Annette Daemen 
and Kathleen Benoit, wish to thank you for the support you have offered us and your children. We could not 
have offered this ministry to our Parish without you!   Until we start up again in the fall, there are some special 
activities we hope you will be able to take advantage of:  
 
Retreat for Families, St. Andrew Comm. Ctr., Mar. 24th, 11 am - 4:00 p.m. Mass  
 
Children’s Way of the Cross in Immaculate Conception, Good Friday, 10:30 am – all ages welcome!  
 
Steubenville Atlantic in Halifax for Grades 8 and up, Jul. 6-8th – see the bulletin for more details.  
In review of the last year, we realize that changes to our present program are needed. It has been increasingly 
difficult to find volunteers to support our program. Our volunteers over the last few years have told us that they 
are struggling to cover the material because of lack of student participation. I have experienced this myself as 
a catechist. We expect that a new format will foster a more positive learning environment.  
 
Therefore, our plan for the next school year is to:  
 
1.Offer classes every week on Wednesdays at 6:30 p.m.- 7:30 p.m. from Sept. 12th to March Break:  
for your Grades 1-4 children in either St. Andrew or Pomquet schools. (First Communion Mass will be offered 
in all three churches.)  
 
2. Offer sessions every three weeks on alternating Tuesdays at 6:30 p.m.- 8:00 p.m. from Sept. to June:  
- for your Grades 5 & 6 children & one of their parents in Heatherton Comm. Ctr.  
- for your Grades 7 & 8 children & one of their parents in Pomquet Hall  
- for Confirmation Prep. for your Grade 9’s & up in the Martha Room, St. Andrew Church  
With additional support from parents for Gr.5-8, we hope that it will be easier than it has been to find volunteers 
who will take on a leadership role within the program.  
We invite you to discuss these plans with your Parish at one of our Annual General Meetings:  
- on Sunday, March 18th: 12 noon, Pomquet Hall;  
- 7:00 p.m., Heatherton Comm. Ctr.  
- or at the St. Andrews A.G.M., which will be advertised in the Parish Bulletin (also online).  
Registration for all classes will be required by June 22, 2018. Forms will be available after Easter in our 
churches and on our website: www.triparishgrouping.ca  
 
In Christ, Fr. Andrew Gillies 


